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Although blues guitar slinger Johnny Burgin now hangs his hat in Memphis, his Chicago roots 
run deep. Johnny learned from the Chicago blues masters and left his own mark on the scene 
with a legendary seven-year Wicker Park club residency and several acclaimed Delmark 
recordings.  

Don’t miss Johnny’s annual Chicago Homecoming Blues Review, presented at 7:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 26, at the Skokie Theatre in downtown Skokie, Illinois. In addition to Johnny 
and his band, this year’s Revue features Chicago blues elder stateswoman Katherine Davis and 
rising blues harmonica star, Big Al Dorn, making his Chicago debut.  

The Revue will serve as the Chicago-area record release party for Burgin’s celebrated new 
album, “Ramblin’ from Coast to Coast” (Straight Shooter Records). Since its Spring 2024 
release, the album has garnered rave reviews and has taken long-term residence atop the blues 
radio charts.  

A recording artist with 11 albums as a bandleader, Johnny tours internationally, playing 
throughout North America, Europe, and Japan. In 2023, he was a finalist for the Blues Music 
Award for best traditional male blues artist. A blues historian as well as a performer, Johnny is an 
instructor at the Pinetop Perkins Foundation and the Chicago Blues Guitar Workshop. He has 
developed a loyal following for his weekly YouTube videos highlighting the work of blues guitar 
greats.  

The Johnny Burgin band features Marie Martens on vocals and bass and Stephen Daughtery on 
drums. Information about Johnny Burgin, his recordings, and his shows appears at 
https://johnnyburgin.com.  

Vocalist Davis has been a fixture of the Chicago blues scene since the 1970s. Classically trained 
as an opera singer, Katherine started singing jazz before finding a home in the blues. In the 1980s 
and 1990s, she became a regular headliner at Kingston Mines and Blue Chicago. In recent years, 
she has expanded her activities to theater productions and blues education. 

Big Al Dorn is one of Wisconsin’s premiere blues harmonica and guitar players. Dorn has 
developed “a powerful, full bore harmonica sound very reminiscent of ‘Big’ Walter Horton and 
James Cotton,” according to the Madison Isthmus Times.   

This year, the Blues Revue will be a benefit for Will’s Place, a nonprofit cafe located in 
downtown Skokie that creates meaningful employment and vocational training opportunities for 



adults with disabilities. For every ticket sold, a donation will be made to Will’s Place. Further 
information about Will’s Place is available at www.willsplaceskokie.com. 

For tickets ($30 general admission) and further information about the concert, visit the Skokie 
Theatre website (www.skokietheatre.org) or call 847-677-7761.  

The Skokie Theatre is located at 7924 Lincoln Avenue, near the southwest corner of Lincoln 
Avenue and Oakton Street. There is a free parking lot adjoining the theater, as well as one across 
the street at Lincoln Avenue and Niles Center. Street parking in downtown Skokie is free.  

Note to editors and program hosts: Johnny Burgin is available for interviews and 
radio/television appearances. Contact him at rjohnnyband@gmail.com. High resolution photos of 
Johnny, Katherine Davis, and Al Dorn are available at https://johnnyburgin.com/skokie-theatre/.  



                                                                                       

                                                                ### 


